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Great Horwood C of E Primary School
Years 5 and 6 newsletter

Autumn term 2011
	Literacy

The children have started off the year by studying and writing biographies and autobiographies. They will develop their story writing skills by exploring what to include in an effective opening, build up, dilemma, resolution and ending. Throughout the term, there will be a focus on improving their use of punctuation, connectives, sentence openers and ambitious vocabulary. During guided reading sessions, the children will be improving their ability to use evidence from the text to answer questions. Spellings will continue to be set and tested on Mondays, following the guidance in the DFES publication ‘Key Stage Two Spelling Bank’.
	Numeracy

Numeracy planning will continue to follow the Primary Strategy for Years 5 and 6. The children will continue to consolidate their understanding of place value in whole and decimal numbers (with up to three decimal places for Year 6). They will develop and consolidate written methods for all four operations and will deepen their knowledge about measures and shape and space. Each lesson includes a mental maths element, but it would be great if this could be further practised at home or when you are out shopping.  By the end of Year 5, all children should know all times tables facts up to 10x10 and the related division facts!

	Science

The children will be studying ‘Micro-organisms’ and ‘Interdependence and Adaptation’. During their study of micro-organisms, they will look at the work of micro-biologists, understand the importance of decay and set up experiments investigating what micro-organisms need to grow well. During ‘Interdependence and Adaptation’, the children will investigate what plants need to grow well, how to identify them using a classification key, as well as examining how different elements of a habitat rely on each other. There is a real focus on the scientific enquiry element of science, with lots of discussion about how to find something out, questioning, identifying elements of a fair test, presenting results and making tests reliable.
	PE

In gym, the children will be creating sequences using matching and mirroring movements. In dance, children will be exploring how to form shapes with their bodies and will be working in pairs and groups. They will be planning, performing and evaluating a dance based on our creative curriculum theme – Ancient Greece.

Year 6 will be learning netball skills in their outdoor PE lessons. They will develop the necessary attacking and defensive skills needed for the game. 
Please ensure your child has their PE kit in school on the correct days – outdoor PE is Friday and indoor PE is Wednesday. Tracksuit tops and trainers are allowed for outdoor PE. If your child has their ears pierced please ensure they have tape in school to cover their earrings if they are unable to take them out.

	Creative Curriculum

The theme is Life in Ancient Greece and the Olympics. The focus is art and history. The children will learn facts about the Ancient Olympics and life in Ancient Greece using a variety of sources of information. The first focus in art is ‘What a Performance!’ – linking to the importance of theatre in Ancient Greece, where the children will produce a mask suitable for a production of an Ancient Greek myth. Towards the end of the theme, the children will be using these masks in a group performance of the myth. The children will also be working on their sketching techniques and using these to draw artefacts from Ancient Greece.
In ICT, the children will be learning the skills necessary to create a multi-media presentation about Ancient Greece.
In music, Year 6 will be singing in rounds and using percussion to accompany a range of songs.

	RE
The children will examine different beliefs about God and how these beliefs affect the life of the believer. 
	PSHCE
The children will be exploring values, what they value and how it feels to be valued.

	French
The children will be learning about the Planets and will further develop their reading, writing and dictionary skills. 
	Ways you can help
Listen to your child read on a regular basis and ask questions about the text. 
Acknowledge homework has been seen by signing it. Work on mental maths / times tables.

Encourage your child to look up the meanings of the words sent home for spellings.


