Year 5/6 Summer Term Newsletter 2012
	Literacy

This term in literacy, we will start by having a focus on non fiction texts. We will be reading different text types, identifying the features then writing our own. We will then move onto narrative writing – looking at legends and stories from other cultures. Our focus in writing is going to be to continue to write in complex, detailed correctly punctuated sentences.
	Numeracy

We will continue to work from the Primary Frameworks for mathematics for Years 5 and 6. Our work will cover the areas of number, shape and space, data handling, measuring as well as developing the skills needed to carry out effective maths investigations. Each lesson has a mental-oral element to it and we will be continuing to develop a range of mental strategies for all four operations.

	Science

We will complete three units of work this term. Each of our units has a physics focus, and we will be continuing to develop our scientific enquiry skills. We will start with How We See Things, moving onto Forces in Action and Changing Circuits. There will continue to be lots of opportunities to carry out practical science.
	ICT

ICT will continue to be taught by Mr Adams. We will first of all be publishing their websites that they have been working on last term.  Parents will be able to view sites via a link on the Year 5/6 page.  Following this, we will be graphical modelling using Textease and the amazing Google Sketchup.  After ½ term, we will be modelling using spreadsheets, and learning some of the basics of programming using Logo and Scratch Animation.  Finally, we will be making movies using ICT!

	French

French lessons for this term will focus on culture. We will first look at the Spring Traditions of Mardi Gras and Lent. As the summer approaches we will learn about Bastille Day, how it is celebrated and its historical significance.
	RE

RE will be taught by Mrs Holmes and continues to cover the content of the Buckinghamshire agreed Syllabus 2011-2016. RE work will continue to have a focus on pilgrimage before working on a unit called Thinking and Being.

	DT

We will be having a DT week this term with the focus of slippers. If you could help your child practise threading a needle in preparation for this it would be really helpful! The children will be designing and making slippers, so please save any material you have at home (old clothes etc) if these could be used. One of the key aims of this topic is to recycle old things to make new things. More details regarding the date of this week to follow.
	PE

Indoor PE will be taught by Mrs Holmes on Thursdays and will be a gymnastics unit of work called ‘Holes and Barriers’. Outdoor PE will be taught by Scott Latham from Sports 4 All on Monday afternoons. He will finish the football work started last half term then start some net and wall games work. Please ensure your child has the correct kit in school on each of these days, and that if your child has their ears pierced they either have tape to cover ear rings or are able to remove them on their own.

	Creative Curriculum

Our theme this term is a history theme, with elements of geography. We will be learning about life in the Aztec civilisation. Elements we will cover include: the chronology of the civilisation, the role of religion, why settlements were built where they were, what we can learn about the civilisation through pictures of artefacts, how to ask and answer historical questions using a range of sources. Evaluation of sources will be a  crucial part of our work – identifying bias and stating whether that affects the validity of the source; or evaluating how effective web based resources are over book based resources. Our art work will be linked to the Aztecs and we will be creating a piece of 3d art work.
	Music

Music will be taught by Mrs Holmes. It will continue to follow the Music Express scheme. We will be working on a unit called Cyclic Patterns. It explores rhythm and pulse and the use of Gamelan. Later in the unit the children will be using the xylophones. 


During this term, the children in Year 6 will be taking their end of Key Stage 2 SATs (14th-18th May).   Some of these will be externally marked and others will be internally marked. The Year 6s have already been offered CGP books to help with their revision. Another good source for revision is the BBC Bitesize website – focus on the English and maths sections if you are going to use this. 
Also during this week, the Year 5 children will be sitting their optional SATs in reading, writing and maths. These are internally marked tests that the school uses to measure progress..
