
Year 6 (age 10-11) GHS 

Please write the description of your list here. 

 

  

A Wizard of Earthsea 
Ursula K. Le Guin 
 
The first book of Earthsea is a tale of wizards, dragons and 
terrifying shadows. The island of Gont is a land famous for 
wizards. Of these, some say the greatest - and surely the 
greatest voyager - is the man called Sparrowhawk. As a reckless, 
awkward boy, he discovered the great power that was in him - 
with terrifying consequences. Tempted by pride to try spells 
beyond his means, Sparrowhawk lets loose an evil shadow-beast 
in his land. Only he can destroy it, and the quest leads him to the 
farthest corner of Earthsea. 
 

 

 

 

  

Artemis Fowl 
Eoin Colfer 
 
Join the world of Artemis Fowl , the number one bestseller by 
Eoin Colfer. Rumour has it Artemis Fowl is responsible for every 
major crime of the new century. Just twelve years old and already 
he's a criminal genius, plotting to restore his family's fortune with 
a spot of corruption and kidnapping. Kidnapping a fairy for 
ransom, to be precise. Artemis Fowl has discovered a world 
below ground of armed and dangerous - and extremely high-tech 
- fairies. But he may have underestimated their powers. They will 
fight back. Is the boy about to trigger a cross-species war? Let the 
misadventure begin. Fast-paced, tongue in cheek ...laugh-out-
loud . ( Sunday Times ). A huge hit . ( The Guardian ). Artemis is 
a brilliant creation . (Anthony Horowitz). Winner of the WHSmith 
Children's Book of the Year Award and Children's Book of the 
Year at the Children's Book Awards. It is shortlisted for the 
Whitbread Children's Book of the Year Award. Eoin Colfer was 
born and raised in Wexford in the south-east of Ireland. He began 
writing plays at an early age and, as an adult, continued to write. 
Artemis Fowl , his first book featuring the brilliant young anti-hero, 
was an immediate international bestseller and won several 
prestigious awards. 
 
 

 

 



 

  

Back Home 
Michelle Magorian 
 
It's 1945. World War II has just ended and twelve-year-old Rusty 
comes back home to Britain after being evacuated to the US. The 
greyness and bleakness of life in England is a shock, but even 
worse is adapting to the strict discipline of her family, including a 
brother she's never met, after the warmth and openness of her 
adopted American family. Rusty is sent to an horrific boarding 
school, before finally running away as her search for happiness 
becomes more and more desperate. 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Circus of Thieves and the Raffle of Doom 
William Sutcliffe 
 
Hannah's life is boring, boring, boring! But when Armitage 
Shank's Impossible Circus comes to town, Hannah's world is 
turned on its head. Meeting Billy Shank, his astonishing camel, 
Narcissus, and a host of other bizarrely brilliant members of the 
circus. But all is not as it seems; Armitage Shank, evil 
ringmaster and Billy's surrogate father, has a dastardly plan 
involving light-fingered thievery. can Hannah and Billy to stop 
his stinking scheme before it's too late...Full of fun, adventure 
and wacky characters, William Sutcliffe's debut children's novel 
- brought to life by the energetic illustrations of David Tazzyman 
- is a must for fans of Andy Stanton, David Walliams and Roald 
Dahl. 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Cosmic Disco 
Grace Nichols 
 
A sparkling galaxy of new poems by one of the UK's most exciting 
contemporary poets. From Aurora Borealis, Sun - You're a Star 
and A Matter of Holes, to Lady Winter's Rap, the Earthworm 
Sonnet and You - a Universe Yourself, this is brilliant poetry with 
an astonishing range - comic riddles, animals and nature, home 
truths and the explosive wonder of the cosmos. 
 
 

 

 



 

  

Five Children and it 
E. Nesbit 
 
When five siblings - Cyril, Anthea, Robert, Jane and their baby 
brother, the Lamb - discover a sand-fairy in their gravel pit, 
they are jolly surprised and a little delighted. Even better, the 
Psammead is able to grant them wishes, although the magic 
wears off at the day's end. Unfortunately, all of the wishes the 
children make go hilariously wrong and they soon learn that 
their foolish desires are more likely to get them into trouble 
than get them what they want! Five Children and It has been 
loved by children - and their parents - for over a hundred 
years. And Cyril, Anthea, Robert, Jane and Lamb will continue 
to be loved, with the appearance of Kate Saunders' Five 
Children on the Western Front, an epic, heart-wrenching follow 
on from Five Children and It and the Psammead trilogy. 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Goodnight Mister Tom 
Michelle Magorian 
 
A Puffin Book - stories that last a lifetime. Puffin Modern Classics 
are relaunched under a new logo: A Puffin Book. There are 20 
titles to collect in the series, listed below, all with exciting new 
covers and fun-filled endnotes. Goodnight Mister Tom - winner of 
the Guardian Children's Fiction Award - by Michelle Magorian has 
delighted generations of children. It's the story of young Willie 
Beech, evacuated to the country as Britain stands on the brink of 
the Second World War. A sad, deprived child, he slowly begins to 
flourish under the care of old Tom Oakley - but his new-found 
happiness is shattered by a summons from his mother back in 
London. As time goes by Tom begins to worry when Willie 
doesn't answer his letters, so he goes to London to find him, and 
there makes a terrible discovery. Michelle Magorian was born in 
Portsmouth and on leaving school studied at the Rose Bruford 
College of speech and Drama and Marcel Marceau's 
International School of Mime in Paris. Over the years she 
became interested in children's books and decided to write one 
herself. The result was Goodnight Mister Tom, which won the 
Guardian Children's Fiction Award, an International Reading 
Association Award and was also made into a superb film starring 
the late John Thaw. In 2012 Michelle was made a Fellow of the 
Rose Bruford College. Also by Michelle Magorian: Goodnight 
Mister Tom; Back Home; Waiting for my Shorts to Dry; Who's 
Going to take Care of Me?; Orange Paw Marks; A Little Love 
Song; In Deep Water; Jump; A Cuckoo in the Nest; A Spoonful of 
Jam; Be Yourself; and Just Henry. Also available in A Puffin 
Book: Back Home by Michelle Magorian; Charlotte's Web, Stuart 



Little and The Trumpet Of The Swan by E. B. White; The 
Borrowers by Mary Norton; Stig Of The Dump by Clive King; Roll 
Of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor; A Dog So Small 
by Philippa Pearce; Gobbolino by Ursula; Moray Williams Carrie's 
War by Nina Bawden; Mrs Frisby And The Rats Of Nimh by 
Richard C O'Brien; A Wrinkle In Time by Madeleine L'Engle; The 
Cay by Theodore Taylor; Tarka The Otter by Henry Williamson; 
Watership Down by Richard Adams; Smith by Leon Garfield; The 
Neverending Story by Michael Ende; Annie by Thomas Meehan; 
and The Family From One End Street by Eve Garnett. 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Greyhound of a Girl 
Roddy Doyle 
 
12 year old Mary's beloved grandmother is near the end of her 
life. Letting go is hard - until Granny's long-dead mammy 
appears. Her ghost has returned to help her dying daughter say 
goodbye to the ones she loves. But first she needs to take them 
all on a road trip to the past. A GREYHOUND OF A GIRL is a 
perfectly-pitched funny and tender tale about four generations of 
an Irish family, and the special bonds between mothers and 
daughters. It will entrance readers from 10 to adult. 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Hitler's Angel 
William Osborne 
 
Otto and Leni have escaped to England from Nazi Germany. 
They thought they were safe, but now the British want them to go 
back. Dropped behind enemy lines, they embark on a secret 
operation codenamed Wolfsangel. Their mission is to find and 
kidnap a girl who could bring down Hitler And so begins their 
bravest journey yet \. 
 
 

 

 



 

  

Holes 
Louis Sachar 
 
Stanley Yelnats' family has a history of bad luck going back 
generations, so he is not too surprised when a miscarriage of 
justice sends him to Camp Green Lake Juvenile Detention Centre. 
Nor is he very surprised when he is told that his daily labour at the 
camp is to dig a hole, five foot wide by five foot deep, and report 
anything that he finds in that hole. The warden claims that it is 
character building, but this is a lie and Stanley must dig up the 
truth. In this wonderfully inventive, compelling novel that is both 
serious and funny, Louis Sachar has created a masterpiece that 
will leave all readers amazed and delighted by the author's 
narrative flair and brilliantly handled plot. 
 
 

 

 

 

  

I am David 
Anne Holm 
 
'You must get away tonight,' the man had told him. David escapes 
from the concentration camp where he has spent his entire life 
and flees across Europe. He is utterly alone - who can he trust? 
What will await him? And all the while, how can he be sure that 
they won't catch up with him...This is the remarkable story of 
David's introduction to the world: sea, mountains and flowers, the 
colours of Italy, the taste of fruit, people laughing and smiling, all 
are new to David. David learns that his polite manner, his haunted 
eyes and his thin features are strange to other people. He must 
learn to fend for himself in this strange new world. This is The Boy 
in the Striped Pyjamas meets Jonathan Safran Foer for children. 
It is an incredible story of survival against all odds and self 
discovery. 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Mrs Frisby and the Rats of NIMH 
Robert C. O'Brien 
 
A Puffin Book - stories that last a lifetime. Puffin Modern Classics 
are relaunched under a new logo: A Puffin Book. There are 20 
titles to collect in the series, listed below, all with exciting new 
covers and fun-filled endnotes. A fabulous adventure for children 
by Robert C. O'Brien about super-intelligent rats. They are not 
like other rats. They work at night, in secret...Time is running out 
for Mrs Frisby. She must move her family of mice before the 
farmer destroys their home. But her youngest son, Timothy, is too 
ill to survive the move. Help comes in the unexpected form of a 



group of mysterious, super-intelligent rats. But the rats are in 
danger too, and little by little Mrs Frisby discovers their 
extraordinary past...Robert C. O'Brien was, in private life, Robert 
Conly, senior assistant editor of National Geographic Magazine 
where he worked for over twenty years. He wrote three books for 
children and one for adults and won the Newbery Medal for Mrs 
Frisby and the Rats of Nimh, filmed as The Secrets of Nimh. 
Robert C. O'Brien died in 1973. Also available in A Puffin Book: 
Goodnight Mister Tom and Back Home by Michelle Magorian; 
Charlotte's Web, Stuart Little And The Trumpet Of The Swan by 
E. B. White; The Borrowers by Mary Norton; Stig Of The Dump by 
Clive King; Roll Of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor; A 
Dog So Small by Philippa Pearce; Gobbolino by Ursula Moray 
Williams; Carrie's War by Nina Bawden; Mrs Frisby and The Rats 
Of Nimh by Richard C O'brien; A Wrinkle In Time by Madeleine 
L'engle; The Cay by Theodore Taylor; Tarka The Otter by Henry 
Williamson; Watership Down by Richard Adams; Smith by Leon 
Garfield; The Neverending Story by Michael Ende; Annie by 
Thomas Meehan; and The Family From One End Street by Eve 
Garnett. 
 
 

 

 

 

  

My Brother's Secret 
Dan Smith 
 
Germany, 1941. 12-year-old Karl Friedmann is looking forward to 
joining the Hitler Youth, like all boys his age. But when his father 
is killed, his rebellious older brother Stefan shows him things that 
leave his faith in the Fuhrer shaken. What does it mean to be a 
good German? What does it mean to wear the mysterious flower 
sewn inside his brother's jacket? Who is the real enemy? 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Northern Lights 
Philip Pullman 
 
Without this child, we shall all die. Lyra Belacqua and her animal 
daemon live half-wild and carefree among scholars of Jordan 
College, Oxford. The destiny that awaits her will take her to the 
frozen lands of the Arctic, where witch-clans reign and ice-bears 
fight. Her extraordinary journey will have immeasurable 
consequences far beyond her own world... 
 
 

 

 



 

  

One Dog and His Boy 
Eva Ibbotson 
 
But a dog would damage the expensive carpets in Hal's 
glamorous home, and his wealthy parents refuse to consider one. 
Then they discover Easy Pets, a convenient dog-rental agency. 
Terrier Fleck arrives on Hal's birthday, but when Hal discovers 
that his dog must be returned, he runs away. Hal and Fleck are 
joined by a group of pedigree breeds joyfully escaping from Easy 
Pets \- among them is Otto, the wise and sombre St Bernard, and 
the fierce and excitable Pekinese Li-Chee. A large reward is 
offered for the missing boy, and soon Hal and his dogs are being 
chased across the country by ruthless pursuers. Helped by a 
travelling circus, and the sympathetic children from an orphanage, 
they race for their freedom in a classic adventure in the tradition 
of 101 DALMATIANS. Every dog-loving child will adore this 
irresistible story from a truly great and much-loved children's 
author. 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Private Peaceful 
Michael, M.B.E. Morpurgo 
 
Heroism or cowardice? A stunning story of the First World War 
from a master storyteller. Told in the voice of a young soldier, the 
story follows 24 hours in his life at the front during WW1, and 
captures his memories as he looks back over his life. Full of 
stunningly researched detail and engrossing atmosphere, the 
book leads to a dramatic and moving conclusion. Both a love 
story and a deeply moving account of the horrors of the First 
World War, this book will reach everyone from 9 to 90. 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry 
Mildred D. Taylor 
 
Mildred D.Taylor's much-loved classic, for readers aged 12+, Roll 
of Thunder Hear My Cry follows a feisty African-American girl - 
Cassie Logan - as she grows up in Mississippi during the Great 
Depression and learns the shocking realities of racism. Perfect 
for fans of The Help , Malorie Blackman and To Kill a Mockingbird 
. 'Look out there, Cassie girl, all that belongs to you.' Cassie finds 
it difficult to understand why the farm means so much to her 
father. But, as she witnesses the hatred and destruction all 
around her, she begins to learn the importance of standing up for 
your rights. The powerful and moving story of growing up during 



the American Depression. Mildred D. Taylor was born is Jackson, 
Mississippi and is the author of several young adult novels which 
tackle issues of race, including: the iconic Roll of Thunder Hear 
My Cry , Let the Circle Be Unbroken and The Land . 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry 
Mildred D. Taylor, Judith Elkin 
 
A Puffin Book - stories that last a lifetime. Puffin Modern Classics 
are relaunched under a new logo: A Puffin Book. There are 20 
titles to collect in the series, listed below, all with exciting new 
covers and child-friendly endnotes. Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry 
is the classic story of a girl growing up in the deep South. 'We 
have no choice of what colour we're born or who our parents are 
or whether we're rich or poor. What we do have is some choice 
over what we make of our lives once we're here.' The Mississippi 
of the 1930s was a hard place for a black child to grow up in, but 
still Cassie didn't understand why farming his own land meant so 
much to her father. During that year, though, when the night 
riders were carrying hatred and destruction among her people, 
she learned about the great differences that divided them, and 
when it was worth fighting for a principle even if it brought terrible 
hardships. Mildred D. Taylor was born in Mississippi and grew up 
in Ohio. She worked in Ethiopia with the Peace Corps before 
enrolling at the School of Journalism at the University of 
Colorado, where she helped develop a Black Studies programme. 
She is best-known for her Newbery Medal winner, Roll of 
Thunder, Hear My Cry. Mildred D. Taylor still lives in Colorado. 
Also available in A Puffin Book: Goodnight Mister Tom and Back 
Home by Michelle Magorian; Charlotte's Web, Stuart Little And 
The Trumpet Of The Swan by E. B. White; The Borrowers by 
Mary Norton; Stig Of The Dump by Clive King; Roll Of Thunder, 
Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor; A Dog So Small by Philippa 
Pearce; Gobbolino by Ursula Moray Williams; Carrie's War by 
Nina Bawden; Mrs Frisby and The Rats Of Nimh by Richard C 
O'brien; A Wrinkle In Time by Madeleine L'engle; The Cay by 
Theodore Taylor; Tarka The Otter by Henry Williamson; 
Watership Down by Richard Adams; Smith by Leon Garfield; The 
Neverending Story by Michael Ende; Annie by Thomas Meehan; 
and The Family From One End Street by Eve Garnett. 
 
 

 

 



 

  

Rooftoppers 
Katherine Rundell 
 
This is the winner of the Blue Peter Book Award and the 
Waterstones Children's Book Prize, and shortlisted for the CILIP 
Carnegie Medal. Already being proclaimed a classic in children's 
literature and compared to the likes of Roald Dahl and Eva 
Ibbotson, Katherine Rundell's Rooftoppers merges fantasy and 
historical fiction with sophisticated lyrical prose and vivid imagery 
that will delight middle grade readers, tweens, teens, and parents 
and teachers alike. Join plucky heroine Sophie, her eccentric 
guardian Charles, and her intrepid orphan allies on the rooftops of 
Victorian Paris, as they encounter suspense and adventure that 
will keep kids of all ages on the edge of their seats right to the 
heartwarming end. My mother is still alive, and she is going to 
come for me one day. Everyone thinks that Sophie is an orphan. 
Found floating in a cello case and swaddled in a Beethoven 
score, she is the only recorded female survivor of a shipwreck on 
the English Channel. But Sophie remembers seeing her mother 
wave for help...Charles, a fellow survivor and an eccentric 
scholar, finds Sophie and brings her home to his London bachelor 
flat. Raised in a quirky home filled with music, words and love 
(though questionable diet), Sophie grows into a free-spirited 
tomboy with a taste for Shakespeare and the unshakeable belief 
that anything is possible. And you should never ignore a possible. 
So when the child welfare agency in its bureaucratic wisdom 
threatens to send Sophie to an orphanage, the optimistic girl and 
her odd guardian flee to Paris on a quest to find her mother, 
starting with the only clue she has - the address of the cello 
maker. Secured in an attic to evade the French authorities, 
Sophie escapes through the skylight and meets Matteo and his 
network of rooftoppers - homeless urchins who tightrope walk 
above the busy streets below, dining on pigeons and snails 
alongside the gargoyles and bell tower of Notre Dame. Together 
they set out on an unimaginable adventure, scouring the city for 
Sophie's mother before she is caught and sent back to London - 
and most importantly, before she loses hope. Readers who 
enjoyed the Lemony Snicket books, Ellen Potter's The Kneebone 
Boy, Cornelia Funke's The Thief Lord, and Sally Gardner's I, 
Coriander will want to put Rooftoppers on their Must Read list. 
 
 

 

 



 

  

Russian Roulette 
Anthony Horowitz 
 
An international contract killer has been given his orders. His next 
target is a fourteen-year-old spy ...Alex Rider. The man's name is 
Yassen Gregorovich. He knows Alex well. The two of them share 
a secret from the past. As he considers his next mission, Yassen 
remembers the forces that turned him from an ordinary schoolboy 
into a hired assassin. What is it that makes someone choose to 
do evil? What would it take to make them kill? This thrilling 
adventure will be the deadliest yet... 
 
 

 

 

 

  

The Cay 
Theodore Taylor 
 
A Puffin Book - stories that last a lifetime. Puffin Modern Classics 
are relaunched under a new logo: A Puffin Book. There are 20 
titles to collect in the series, listed below, all with exciting new 
covers and fun-filled endnotes. The Cay is a tense and 
compulsive survival story by Theodore Taylor of a young boy and 
an old man adrift on the ocean, then marooned on a tiny, 
deserted island. It is also a fascinating study of the relationship 
between Phillip, white, American, and influenced by his mother's 
prejudices, and the black man upon whom Phillip's life depends. 
Theodore Taylor was born in 1921 in North Carolina, USA. The 
idea for The Cay, his first novel for children, came when he was 
researching an adult book about German submarine attacks in 
the Second World War. The Cay was first published in 1969 and 
has won many literary awards. Theodore Taylor died in 2006. 
Also available in A Puffin Book: Goodnight Mister Tom and Back 
Home by Michelle Magorian; Charlotte's Web, Stuart Little And 
The Trumpet Of The Swan by E. B. White; The Borrowers by 
Mary Norton; Stig Of The Dump by Clive King; Roll Of Thunder, 
Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor; A Dog So Small by Philippa 
Pearce; Gobbolino by Ursula Moray Williams; Carrie's War by 
Nina Bawden; Mrs Frisby and The Rats Of Nimh by Richard C 
O'brien; A Wrinkle In Time by Madeleine L'engle; The Cay by 
Theodore Taylor; Tarka The Otter by Henry Williamson; 
Watership Down by Richard Adams; Smith by Leon Garfield; The 
Neverending Story by Michael Ende; Annie by Thomas Meehan; 
and The Family From One End Street by Eve Garnett. 
 
 

 

 



 

  

The Dark Wild 
Piers Torday 
 
WINNER OF THE GUARDIAN CHILDREN'S FICTION PRIZE 
2014. Twelve-year-old Kester thought he had discovered the last 
wild animals in the land. He thought his adventure was over. He 
was wrong. Below the sparkling city of Premium, deep 
underground, a dark wild remains: animals who believe the time 
is right to rise up against their human enemies. And soon Kester 
realises: he is the only one who can stop them. Kester Jaynes 
saved the animals. Can he save the humans too? 
 
 

 

 

 

  

The Death Defying Pepper Roux 
Geraldine McCaughrean 
 
When Pepper Roux was born his aunt foretold that he would not 
live past 14 years of age. Throughout his childhood his parents 
haven't bothered with him much, knowing that his life would be 
short-lived. So when Pepper wakes up on his 14th birthday he 
knows this will be the day that he'll die. But as the day wears on, 
and Pepper finds himself still alive, he decides to set off to sea in 
an attempt to try and avoid death for as long as possible. As time 
goes on Pepper steps into many roles and personas and has 
numerous outrageous adventures. But can he stay one step 
ahead of death? Or will fate catch up with him? And, if he does 
live, which of his many lives will he choose to adopt? This riot of a 
story is a wonderful adventure, and Pepper is an unforgettable 
character who stays with you long after his story has been told. 
 
 

 

 

 

  

The Last Wild 
Piers Torday 
 
This is a story about a boy named Kester. He is extraordinary, but 
he doesn't know that yet. All he knows, at this very moment, is 
this: 1. There is a flock of excited pigeons in his bedroom. 2. They 
are talking to him. 3. His life will never be quite the same again...A 
captivating animal adventure destined to be loved by readers of 
all ages. 
 
 

 

 



 

  

The Machine Gunners 
Robert Westall 
 
'Some bright kid's got a gun and 2000 rounds of live ammo. And 
that gun's no peashooter. It'll go through a brick wall at a quarter 
of a mile.' Chas McGill has the second-best collection of war 
souvenirs in Garmouth, and he desperately wants it to be the 
best. When he stumbles across the remains of a German bomber 
crashed in the woods - its shiny, black machine-gun still intact - 
he grabs his chance. Soon he's masterminding his own war effort 
with dangerous and unexpected results... ...not just the best book 
so far written for children about the Second World War, but also a 
metaphor for now. - Aidan Chambers, Times Literary Supplement 
. 
 
 

 

 

 

  

The Midnight Folk 
John Masefield 
 
'Two of the greatest children's books ever written' - The Times on 
Box of Delights and The Midnight Folk. 'You ought to know about 
the treasure, Kay ...for until it is restored or traced, no man of our 
name ought to rest.' Determined to recover the long-lost family 
treasure, Kay finds himself in a race against the evil Abner Brown. 
Abner has his witch friends and his dark magic to help him, but 
Kay has the very special Midnight Folk. John Masefield's classic 
children's book is considered to be one of the great works of 
modern children's fiction. Magical, fantastical and filled with vivid, 
rich characters - brought to life in this edition by Quentin Blake's 
stunning artwork - The Magic Folk and its prequel The Box of 
Delights are a must-read for any child. 
 
 

 

 

 

  

The Penalty 
Mal Peet 
 
This is the thrilling sequel to the award-winning Keeper . As the 
city of San Juan pulses to summer's sluggish beat, its teenage 
football prodigy El Brujito, the Little Magician, vanishes without 
trace. Paul Faustino, South America's top sports journalist, is 
reluctantly drawn into the mystery. As a story of corruption and 
murder unfolds, he is forced to confront a bitter history of slavery, 
and the power of the occult. This title is a sequel to the bestselling 
Keeper , which won the 2004 Branford Boase Award and the 
2004 Bronze Nestle Smarties Book Award. It is longlisted for the 
Guardian Children's Fiction Prize 2007. 



 
 

 

 

 

  

The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole Aged 13 3/4 
Sue Townsend 
 
The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole Aged 13 is the first book in Sue 
Townsend's brilliantly funny Adrian Mole series. Friday January 
2nd I felt rotten today. It's my mother's fault for singing 'My Way' 
at two o'clock in the morning at the top of the stairs. Just my luck 
to have a mother like her. There is a chance my parents could be 
alcoholics. Next year I could be in a children's home. Meet Adrian 
Mole, a hapless teenager providing an unabashed, pimples-and-
all glimpse into adolescent life. Writing candidly about his parents' 
marital troubles, the dog, his life as a tortured poet and 
'misunderstood intellectual', Adrian's painfully honest diary is still 
hilarious and compelling reading thirty years after it first 
appeared. Bestselling author Sue Townsend has been Britain's 
favourite comic writer for over three decades. I not only wept, I 
howled and hooted and had to get up and walk around the room 
and wipe my eyes so that I could go on reading . (Tom Sharpe). A 
satire of our times. Very funny indeed . (Sunday Times). We 
laugh both at Mole and with him. A wonderful comic read, that, 
like all the best comedy, says something rather meaningful . 
(Heat). Sue Townsend is Britain's favourite comic author. Her 
hugely successful novels include eight Adrian Mole books, The 
Public Confessions of a Middle-Aged Woman (Aged 55 ), Number 
Ten, Ghost Children, The Queen and I, Queen Camilla and The 
Woman Who Went to Bed For a Year, all of which are highly 
acclaimed bestsellers. She has also written numerous well-
received plays. She lives in Leicester, where she was born and 
grew up. 
 
 

 

 

 

  

The Unforgotten Coat 
Frank Cottrell Boyce 
 
This is a stunning magical story of a summer of friendship with 
darker undertones of the plight of refugees. Two refugee 
brothers from Mongolia are determined to fit in with their 
Liverpool schoolmates, but bring so much of Mongolia to 
Bootle that their new friend and guide, Julie, is hard-pressed 
to know truth from fantasy as she recollects a wonderful 
friendship that was abruptly ended when Chingis and his 
family were forced to return to Mongolia. Told with the 
humour, warmth and brilliance of detail which characterizes 
Frank Cottrell Boyce's writing, this magical and compelling 



story is enriched by stunning and atmospheric Polaroid 
photos. It was shortlisted for the Costa Children's Book 
Award. It is written by a popular, bestselling and prize-winning 
author. 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Tiger Wars 
Steve Backshall 
 
Deadly Adversaries. An Impossible Mission. Tiger Wars. Saker is 
on the run from the only life he knows. From India to the 
Himalayas and China he'll be pursued by hunting dogs, 
mercenaries, spies, thieves and assassins in his quest to set free 
the most majestic, lethal and valuable of all the predators - the 
tiger. With him, on every dangerous step of the adventure, is 
Sinter, a girl who has her own reasons for running away. Gripping 
adventure fiction from Deadly TV presenter Steve Backshall, 
perfect for fans of Anthony Horowitz and Charlie Higson. This is 
the first adventure in the Falcon Chronicles, filled with intrigue, 
adventure, exotic wildlife and dramatic locations. As Saker and 
Sinter rescue tigers or mountain gorillas, thwart shark finners and 
cyanide fishers, rainforest exploiters and canned hunters, they 
come face to face with the world's most fascinating, majestic and 
lethal creatures. 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Toby Alone 
Timothee de Fombelle 
 
This book presents an awards-laden adventure of heroism, 
friendship and survival - with a powerful ecological message - set 
in a captivating miniature world. Toby Lolness is just one and a 
half millimetres tall, and he's the most wanted person in his world, 
the great oak Tree. When Toby's father makes a ground-breaking 
discovery, tapping into the very heart of the Tree's energy, he 
also realises that exploiting it could do permanent damage to their 
world. Refusing to reveal the secret of his invention to an enraged 
community, the family is exiled. But one man is determined to get 
hold of the forbidden knowledge...and his plan is to destroy the 
Tree. Now Toby's parents have been imprisoned and sentenced 
to death. Only Toby has managed to escape, but for how long? 
 
 

 

 



 

  

Valentine Joe 
Rebecca Stevens 
 
Rose's granddad takes her on a trip to Ypres, Belgium to visit the 
graves of those who died in the Great War. It's the day before 
Valentine's, but Rose can sense the shattered old city beneath 
the chocolate-box new. And it seems that it can sense her too. 
When she goes up to her room that night, she hears the sound of 
marching feet and glimpses from her window a young soldier on 
his way to the front line \. 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Wolf Brother 
Michelle Paver 
 
Thousands of years ago the land is one dark forest. Its people are 
hunter-gatherers. They know every tree and herb and they know 
how to survive in a time of enchantment and powerful magic. Until 
an ambitious and malevolent force conjures a demon: a demon 
so evil that it can be contained only in the body of a ferocious 
bear that will slay everything it sees, a demon determined to 
destroy the world. Only one boy can stop it - 12 year old Torak, 
who has seen his father murdered by the bear. With his dying 
breath, Torak's father tells his son of the burden that is his. He 
must lead the bear to the mountain of the World Spirit and beg 
that spirit's help to overcome it. Torak is an unwilling hero. He is 
scared and trusts no one. His only companion is a wolf cub only 
three moons old, whom he seems to understand better than any 
human. Theirs is a terrifying quest in a world of wolves, tree 
spirits and Hidden People, a world in which trusting a friend 
means risking your life. Launched at the height of the Harry Potter 
phenomenon, the Chronicles of Ancient Darkness is the ultimate 
magical adventure. This edition contains brand new interviews 
with Michelle Paver. Audio edition also available, read by Ian 
McKellen. 
 
 

 

 



 

  

Wonder 
R. J. Palacio 
 
'My name is August. I won't describe what I look like. Whatever 
you're thinking, it's probably worse.' Auggie wants to be an 
ordinary ten-year-old. He does ordinary things - eating ice cream, 
playing on his Xbox. He feels ordinary - inside. But ordinary kids 
don't make other ordinary kids run away screaming in 
playgrounds. Ordinary kids aren't stared at wherever they go. 
Born with a terrible facial abnormality, Auggie has been home-
schooled by his parents his whole life. Now, for the first time, he's 
being sent to a real school - and he's dreading it. All he wants is 
to be accepted - but can he convince his new classmates that 
he's just like them, underneath it all? Now featuring a brand-new 
chapter told by bully Julian, Wonder is a funny, frank, 
astonishingly moving debut to read in one sitting, pass on to 
others, and remember long after the final page. 
 
 

 


